
Draft: 
Liver Sub-committee of the BSG Pathology Section
Meeting 28th November 2013
Present were: Stefan Hubscher, Rob Goldin, Chris Bellamy, Judy Wyatt
1. Apologies from Steve Ryder, Joe Mathew
2. Minutes of last meeting – accepted

3. RCPath sub-specialty adviser
a. Annual report – for information
b. Tissue Pathways – response to consultation process comments in hand.
Response to RCR comments will be drafted by JIW and edited/co-signed by SGH and CB
Dataset to be revised in 2014 – include appendix table on adenoma.
Action: update liver dataset document - 2014 - JIW draft changes 
Update - Tissue Pathways published March 2014.  
c. Audit templates – on back burner, to complete after Pathways completed.
Action: JIW to complete and send to liver EQA members for information/comment 
Update - sent to Liver EQA members March 2014.  Comments so far from RG, Dublin and .  To be piloted prior to final submission to RCPath.
d. Histopathology 24 hour on-call frozen section service for donor lesions.  UKBT 3 month audit currently in progress (Oct – Dec 2013). 
Update - extended to 6 months - now completed, awaiting results
e. Liver cases for FRCPath exam – SD and JIW provide cases for this. Candidates should be aware that there is likely to be at least 1 liver case.  Recent sitting – long and short liver case.   Update - cases provided for Spring 2014.  

4. Liver EQA Scheme
a. Members survey – for information. 
b. Tumour resections v biopsies in EQA participation
For discussion during members’ meeting
· From that meeting – favour keeping a ratio of at least 8 non-tumour resection cases per circulation.  Benefit for pathologists not in HPB cancer centres to see at least some resection cases which are helpful in understanding biopsy pathology.  Will need to ensure sufficient biopsies submitted by members. 
· Participants not to discuss cases until after submitting responses – a statement to be added to the electronic response submission to confirm that the EQA cases have not been discussed with anyone prior to submitting the responses. 
· Update - these items added to SOPs, and 2014 SOPs  circulated to members March 2014. submitted to RCPath in April 2014 and accepted. 
· 
· 
2013 circulations H1 and I1
· 76 and 88 members responded.  27 and 17 responded to the educational participants’ version prior to the meeting. Copies of both sets of responses available for meeting delegates.  
· Masterclass component of EQA discussion in particular was well received.
c. EQA Lite – software will manage membership, case submission, and circulation from 2014. Piloted successfully by urology EQA scheme. 
Update - After some delay, this will be used for the autumn circulation.   
d. UK Liver Pathology Group 
· Summary sent on 24.11.13 for comments to 16 who have expressed interest in assisting with organisation – 3 received so far, all favourable. 
· For first year, plan to maintain roles of current committee members and seek replacements for AB and JM, while developing sustainable future arrangements, including junior membership.   
· Update - Plan to arrange meeting of those expressing interest for the autumn.
e. Liver steatosis and fibrosis studies
· Steatosis – APD speaking this afternoon. Manuscript in preparation. 
· submitted but rejected, pending re-submission - now accepted Liver International
· Fibrosis – caution in image analysis as ‘gold standard’ – awaiting MRI fibrosis from PK.    - full set of responses now.  To resume in summer 2014

5. CPD meetings
a. Liver biopsy in the assessment of medical liver disease
· SGH to contact RCPath to fix date for 2014 (will be the 5th year).  RCPath will be moving premises, but not as soon as that. RCPath encouraging specialty advisers to use it for their CPD meetings.
· Action: SGH to contact RCPath
· Update - arranged for 30th September 2014.
· Feedback to speakers has been distributed by Michelle Merrett.
b. Liver transplant meeting Jan 9-10th Cambridge. BASL will use the meeting to launch their Transplant section.   Jake Demetris will be a speaker at the meeting. SD and RB devising programme, opportunity to invite JD to pathologists’ case discussion.  
Need to request cases, 2 per centre, asap.  
Action SD/JIW/LO
Update - good meeting.  further information on cases not yet on website.  
From September 2014, this meeting will be linked to the annual BASL meeting, as part of a new 'British Liver Transplant Grooup'.  The date is Thursday 18th September.
c. BDIAP/BSG liver update meeting
· London November 2013 - >100 registered delegates, including 75 non-EQA members.
Ran smoothly.  Good feedback for speakers etc.  problems with lift, cramped space in the room, and tea/coffee arrangements.
Action: JIW - send out feedback - completed.
· Stratford (BSG/ACP) – 2014.  Scott Sanders will be the main organiser for venue etc. SGH organiser for the liver day.  Date TBA. 
· Update - will be on 20/21st November 2014.  Venue booked. 

6. BSG matters: 
a. Any proposal for joint symposium? – committee asked to think of topics. 2013 joint symposium with liver section on liver biopsy well received – good attendance at the start, but less subsequently, due to concurrent other sessions in BSG programme.
b. National liver biopsy audit – not progressed yet.
Action: JIW contact AA after RCPath audit templates
Update - will be continued in the context of writing joint   guidelines for liver biopsy with radiologists and clinicians. 
c. Liver subcommittee member for Pathology Section Committee – important to have a representative.  Proposed that JIW continue for another year – there will either be an elected committee member who can represent liver, or a co-opted member of this liver group.
JIW attended pathology section committee meeting on 29.11.13, and agreed to continue this for the next year. The committee agreed that in the event of no elected Pathology Section committee member is able to represent liver in the committee, then co-opted liver representative will continue. 
7. BASL
RG attended the committee meeting.  Mark Hudson is new President.  Main subject of meeting was the launch of the new transplant subsection, which will take place formally at the Cambridge meeting in January. RG is on BASL committee, ? someone else for transplant committee.  
Update - BASL meeting in Newcastle, 15-17th September.  There is a transplant symposium linked to this meeting, on Thurs 18th Sept, see 5b above.  

8. Research and clinical trials issues
a. BASL/CLRN UK HCC Clinical Trials Group. 
New initiative, first meeting in Cambridge, autumn 2013, next meeting in Liverpool, 03/03/14.  National Collaborative HCC UK group. Includes biobank bid to CRUK to prospectively store blood, tissue and other samples from HCC patients – Will Irving in Nottingham is lead, SGH is also a member of the proposed management group. Also a bid to MRC – “Stratified Medicine in Hepatocellular Cancer : Identifying phenotypes to target current and emerging therapies” – Helen Reeves in Newcastle is lead, collaborators from several other centres.
b. National STOPAH trial – has recruited the target of 1000 patients with alcoholic hepatitis, treatment arms of steroids and pentoxiphylline RG and AQ are reviewing all biopsies on double header. 
c. National ABD-03 and 04 cholangiocarcinoma chemotherapy studies.  Involves central review of pathology by RG.  

9. AOB 
Training – stage D liver pathology training – especially for trainees on a rotation without a specialist liver centre.   JIW proposed we develop an outline of what this could include, based on recent experience in Leeds.
Action: JIW draft stage D outline programme, circulate to committee for comment

10. Date and time of next meeting – JIW to arrange a meeting to develop UKLPG, ? early March.  Transitional arrangements will retain the current committee. 
Update - due to delay in EQA lite there is funding in budget for travelling expenses - will find some potential dates after BSG - 16 people on list expressing interest in UKILPG
 (need to include Ireland)

JIW  & SGH 06/12/2013
updated JIW 17.06.14

